
 

 
  
 

Topic: Slow internet speeds 
Debate: Should the companies responsible for the wires and optical 
cables that deliver the internet be forced to provide fast connections to all 
parts of the UK? 
 

Project outline 
Read the Magna Carta: My Digital Rights Project Guide for Teachers to find out more 
about how to use this document.  
 

Step 1: Setting the scene 
Begin by asking the group to watch the video clip. 
This film has been developed in partnership with WebWeWant.org.   
 
In some parts of the UK, households have poor or no broadband connections due to 
their rural location. This is preventing some children from accessing the Web and 
therefore social media and educational resources. It also has implications for adults and 
businesses too. People can’t pay their bills online or complete important forms such as 
tax returns for their businesses. 
 

Step 2: The big debate 
Should the companies responsible for the wires and optical cables that deliver the 
internet be forced to provide fast connections to all parts of the UK? 
 

Step 3: Make it memorable  
This is the moment for you to make the process and outcome of your debate 
memorable. Here are some suggestions of activities to consolidate and extend the 
learning gained by the students during their debate: 

 Students write their own individual clause for a collaborative whole-class Magna 
Carta for the digital age. The clause should best reflect their argument, and can 
be an opportunity to practise skills in summarising and synthesising ideas. Have 
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a look at the British Library’s own Magna Carta for the digital age to read the 
many different clauses submitted by young people around the world. 

 Create a campaign poster that reflects their arguments and opinions on digital 
rights. This can be done as individual or small group work.  

 Develop a school Magna Carta for teachers to sign. 

 Use the knowledge gained to campaign for change in school or in their 
community. Activities could include writing to a local MP, approaching the local 
media or producing an article for a school newspaper. 

 Use the insight and understanding gained to become involved in campaigns 
across the UK and internationally, with organisations such as Amnesty 
International.  

 

Useful Resources 
 

Films and articles 
Our website features a selection of resources which may help you and your students 
prepare for your debate. This includes: 

 A short film introducing the issues around access to the web. 
 An article on why we need a Magna Carta for the digital age.  

 

Prompt questions 
You may want to help direct your students' research and argument development with 
the following questions: 

 Can you think of a list of things that can be affected by poor internet 
connection? For example education and social interaction. 

 Why do rural households have poor access to superfast internet? 

 The Government wants 95% of the population to have access to superfast 
broadband by 2017 – do you think this is possible? 
 

External links 

Below are some useful articles on the topic: 

 http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/Rural-schools-failed-poor-internet-
connections/story-23013860-detail/story.html 

 http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/top-stories/slow-internet-forces-
people-out-of-rural-areas-1-3133377 

 http://www.choose.net/media/guide/features/rural-broadband-satellite-
mobile.html 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-26465209 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-20645740 
 

The law 
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 Update on Growth and Infrastructure Act:  
www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN06643.pdf 
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